With primitive races an illness, like any other interruption of the regularity of natural phenomena is, as a rule, attributed to the operations of some malevolent power. The Maories of New Zealand, for instance, have, or had, a special devil named Tonga, whose malign influence was held responsible for any headache that might occur.
The nerves which lie embedded in the lining membrane of the nose warn our senses of the presence of hurtful gases. ' But they do more than that, for if some particles of an irritating nature gets into the nose, these nerves set in motion a very singular mechanism, by which the intrusive particles are expelled by sneezing, so that they may not find their way downwards into the air-passages and do harm. When children have had a fall in the streets, or fall off chairs, etc., the most common way of rendering assistance, and the most thoughtless way, is to place them on their feet at once, as if the mere remaining on the floor after a fall was all the discomfort which required attention. The small weight of the child, the short height the body has to fall, and the extreme elasticity of the tissues, all combine to render ordinary falls in children comparatively harmless ; but should there happen to be serious inj ury, placing them on their feet is the best method of adding very considerably to that injury.
Dentine, which forms the body of the tooth, is composed of an infinite number of excessively minute tubes embedded in a matrix of calcareous or lime salts, so that it consists of something like bone. These tubes are arranged so as to lie with one end opening towards the pulp at the centre of the tooth, the other terminating at its external surface, each of them measuring in the diameter of its bore about one tenthousandth of an inch. Their use seems to be the maintenance of the life of the tooth by securing its nutrition from the central cavity found running along each tooth, which cavity contains the blood-vessels and nerves necessary for keeping it alive.
It is well known in many districts that if plants are burned potash, one of the constituents of soap, can be obtained from the ashes. So common is this practice in certain countries that an amusing anecdote is told of an accident which happened when an ancient tomb was opened recently in Rome. One of the workmen finding some ashes in the tomb, collected them and took them home to his wife, so that she might treat them with water and cleanse the family linen ; but it came out afterwards that instead of the ashes being from wood they were the cremated remains of the Emperor Galba, who had been interred there 1,800 years ago. It is to be feared the good housewife did not get much cleansing potash out of these ashes. 
